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AN UPDATE FROM ELMO

Hello  ELMO  supporters  and  welcome  to  our  winter  newsletter

of  2021!  Despite  the  cold,  we  at  ELMO  have  been  keeping

busy  and  have  some  real ly  excit ing  updates  to  share.

First  and  foremost ,  we  have  recently  been  successful  in

obtaining  an  Ocean  Leadership  grant  f rom  the  Sustainable

Ocean  All iance  to  develop  a  mobile  submission  app!  This

means  in  the  near  future  we ' l l  have  our  very  own  dedicated

app  through  which  you  can  easi ly  upload  your  shark  and  ray

sight ings  and  eggcase  f inds!  We  are  very  excited  about  this

and  very  grateful  to  the  SOA  for  select ing  us  as  a  successful

grantee.  Keep  your  eyes  peeled  for  progress  on  this !

Secondly,  we  also  part ic ipated  in  our  f i rst  in -person

education  event  for  2021.  ELMO  jo ined  the  whale  migrat ion

fest ival  in  Knysna  and  Plettenberg  Bay  to  highl ight  our

project  to  people,  teach  them  about  mermaid 's  purses,  how

to  ID  them,  and  how  to  submit  their  f inds  to  us.  I t  was  a  fun

and  successful  day,  ful l  of  education  and  smiles.

Enjoy  the  rest  of  the  newsletter ,  and  never  hesitate  to  get  in

touch  with  us  with  any  comments  or  quest ions.

Dr  Chantel  Elston

ELMO  Project  Manager

ELMO  is  a  cit izen  science

project  using  publ ic

part ic ipat ion  to  gather

data  on  South  Afr ican

shark,  ray  and  skate

populat ions.

 

These  animals  are

col lect ively  known  as

elasmobranchs.   

 

Whether  you  are  a

snorkeler ,  diver ,

swimmer,  skipper ,  angler

or  a  beachwalker ,  you

can  assist  by  report ing

your  sight ing  or  f ind  to

ELMO.

 

With  your  support  our

database  can  grow  and

help  scient ists ,

pol i t ic ians  and

stakeholders  to  make

informed  decis ions  about

the  conservat ion  of  our

elasmobranch

populat ions.

 

 



White Shark Projects is a research and conservation program based in

Gansbaai. While their main focus is the top dog of sharks, the great

white shark, they also do a lot of work on the lesser known and smaller

shark species on our coast. They have committed to sharing their data

with us to ensure the vital information they collect has as much impact

as possible.

www.whitesharkprojects.co.za
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OUR TEAM
We have sadly had to say goodbye to Lucy Lintott, our database assistant. After being with us for

more than half a year, she has obtained a job working in the sunny Seychelles - lucky her! We wish her

the best on her new adventure and would like to thank her for all the hard work she has put in over

the last few months!

We team up with a number of South African NGO's to both collect as much data as possible, and to

ensure the data you collect for us is used as much as possible in shark conservation. Our new

partnerships include:

White Shark Projects

Oceans Research Conservation Africa
The ORCA Foundation is a volunteer program in Plettenberg Bay

dedicated to marine conservation. ELMO has its roots in ORCA, as it

was born in Plett in association with the staff and volunteers of ORCA.

We have recently rekindled that partnership, and along with doing

regular beach hunts for shark eggcases, they have also generously

contributed funds to our website domain for 2021.

www.orcafoundation.com

OUR PARTNERSHIPS

Luckily for us, we have a new ELMO assistant, welcome Amy Webber!

Having completed her degree in Marine Biology, and with a crazy passion

for sharks and their conservation, Amy joins the ELMO team to help

maintain the database, to assist with social media, and so much more.

"Actively working to learn and study elasmobranchs along our South

African coastline is a dream come true" - Amy
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LATEST ELMO NUMBERS
Here are our most up-to-date stats where you can keep track of how many submissions we've

received, what species have been spotted and where! The following is a summary of our entire

current database - spanning from 2004 to the current day.

6234 eggcases | 13 species

25650 animals | 73 species

*Only top 20 species are shown above



ELMO  newsletter  |  page  04

THANK YOU!

While our submission numbers have been down this winter compared to last summer, we're still

continually receiving submissions and we'd like to thank everybody who has submitted their

catches, sightings and finds to us. Our database would be nothing without your contributions,

and it is YOU who are collecting data to help scientists better understand sharks and rays, and

to help in the conservation efforts of these wonderful animals. So here's to you!



WildOceans is a South African NGO dedicated to marine research and conservation, and one of their

most recent projects is titled the 'Shark and Ray Conservation Plan'. This conservation plan aims to

improve the protection of the threatened and endemic sharks and rays along our coastline. Their aim

is to collect as much data as possible to determine when and where these species occur along our

coast, and to use this information to identify the best areas to protect (through the form of spatial

management like Marine Protected Areas).

The data you have collected for us is incredibly useful for this conservation plan, and is really what

ELMO is all about. So we have had meetings with WildOceans, and shared our data and insights with

them. This really highlights how the data you collect doesn't just sit in our database, but is actually

used in the conservation of the species we all love. The hope is that by the end of the 3 year project,

their recommendations will be taken up by the South African government to ensure that our sharks

and rays continue to survive in our oceans in the years to come. 
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SHARK AND RAY 
RESEARCH IN 
SOUTH AFRICA
In this section, we 'd like to highlight the really

incredible work being done by WildOceans,

and how the information you share with us is

being used in real conservation plans for

South African sharks and rays.

Our immediate future goal is to get our mobile submission app off the

ground. There's lots of work to be done for this, but please keep your eyes

peeled on our social media for regular updates. We also need some

dedicated ELMO supporters who will be willing to beta-test this app for us,

please get in touch with us if this is something you would be interested in!

The app will be available to both Android and iPhone users. Once the app

is up and running we will share far and wide throughout the fishing, diving

and beach-combing communities of South Africa. 

Remember, we can only continue to grow with your help, so please spread

the word of ELMO far and wide. Please keep submitting your

elasmobranch sightings or eggcase finds to us! At present you can still

reach us through our WhatsApp number of 076 897 5474. We love hearing

from you and we greatly value your feedback, so don't hesitate to contact

us with anything shark and ray related! Follow us on social media to keep

up to date with everything ELMO!

FUTURE PLANS

www.elmoafrica.org elmoafrica@gmail.com 076 897 5474


