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AN UPDATE FROM ELMO

Hello  ELMO  supporters  and  welcome  to  our  summer  2022

newsletter !  We  have  lots  to  share  with  you  so  let 's  dive  r ight

in.

Our  very  own  dedicated  submission  app  has  been  developed

and  launched!  This  turned  into  a  rather  chal lenging  process,

but  we ' re  so  pleased  with  the  end  result .  We  already  have

over  700  eggcase  f indings  and  over  100  animal  sight ings

submitted  direct ly  through  our  app.  We  thank  you  al l  for  your

enthusiast ic  uptake  of  the  app  and  we  hope  to  receive  many

more  submissions  into  the  future.  Please  remember  to  always

reach  out  to  us  i f  you  have  any  quest ions /  feedback /

suggest ions  related  to  the  app.  

We  are  also  running  a  competi t ion  to  celebrate  the  launch  of

the  app,  so  head  over  to  the  app  store,  download  i t ,  and  get

submitt ing!  Submissions  f rom  Dec  '21  -  Jan  '22  wil l  be  val id

and  there  are  excit ing  prizes  up  for  grabs!

Enjoy  the  rest  of  the  newsletter ,  and  never  hesitate  to  get  in

touch  with  us  with  any  comments  or  quest ions.

Dr  Chantel  Elston

ELMO  Project  Manager

ELMO  is  a  cit izen  science

project  col lect ing  data

on  your  South  Afr ican

shark,  ray  and  eggcase

sight ings.

 

These  animals  are

col lect ively  known  as

elasmobranchs.   

 

Whether  you  are  a

snorkeler ,  diver ,

swimmer,  skipper ,  angler

or  a  beachwalker ,  you

can  assist  by  report ing

your  sight ing  or  f ind  to

ELMO.

 

With  your  support  our

database  can  grow  and

help  scient ists ,

pol i t ic ians  and

stakeholders  to  make

informed  decis ions  about

the  conservat ion  of  our

elasmobranch

populat ions.

 

 

#isavesharks



OBSERVER 

1 - Cathy Douwes
2 - Elizabeth Dixon
3 - Marga Oudejans
4 - Ursula Browne
5 - Lisa Schroeter
6 - Joseph Saviour
7 - Ethan Janse van Rensburg
8 - Nikki
9 - Nelle
10 - Vee

 

TOTAL EGGCASES
 

659
420
313
196
184
127
119
100
99
94

OBSERVER 
 

1 - Jean Tresfon
2 - Lisa Schroeter
3 - Chelsea Van Rensburg
4 - Chris Pietie Barnard
5 - Robert Taylor 
6 - Jonathon Trzos
7 - Sylvia
8 - Taahir
9 - Shaun Cresswell
10 - Stephan Olivier

TOTAL SIGHTINGS

127
119
104
64
60
46
40
40
40
39
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OUR CITIZEN SCIENTIST COMMUNITY
To help recognise the effort of all of the incredible citizen scientists who contribute their shark, ray and

eggcase sightings to our database, we have developed a leaderboard for our top submitters of all time.

It is available on our new app, and will be updated on a monthly basis. 

Our database would be nothing without your contributions, and it is you who are collecting data to help

scientists better understand and conserve sharks and rays, so here's a big THANK YOU to all of you. 

Eggcase leaderboard

Animal leaderboard



Adventure Ally is a research, conservation and ecotourism program

based in Umkomaas, KZN. Their flagship work is their shark research

initiative on Aliwal Shoal, where they are conducting DNA research

and much more. We are grateful that they have committed to sharing

their shark species data with us to ensure the vital information they

collect has as much impact as possible.

www.adventureallyltd.com
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THE ELMO TEAM

With the addition of Joel, and the return of Lucy Lintott, our team is now 4 people strong (with

Chantel Elston and Amy Webber). With this amazing team in place, we know ELMO will keep growing

from strength to strength, with the help of you, our citizen scientists, as well as our NGO community.

We also team up with South African NGO's who provide us with shark and ray sighting data to ensure

our database is as comprehensive as possible for shark conservation. Our new partnerships include:

Adventure Ally

OUR NGO COMMUNITY

Joining the ELMO team to help manage our databases and social media

activities is Joel Gayford. Joel is currently studying evolutionary biology

at Cambridge, where he also researches reproductive, evolutionary and

behavioural ecology in sharks and rays.

"I  believe that incorporating the general public into scientific research is

hugely important to the successful conservation of sharks, and for this 

 reason I 'm very excited about ELMO 's potential." -Joel 

Where is our community based?

SharkSpotters

CapeRADD WhiteSharkProjects
ORCA Foundation

AdventureAlly
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LATEST ELMO NUMBERS
Here are our most up-to-date stats where you can keep track of how many submissions we've

received, what species have been spotted and where! The following is a summary of our entire

current database - spanning from 2004 to the current day.

8206 eggcases | 14 species

25924 animals | 70 species

*Only top 20 species are shown above
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SPECIES 
DEEP 
DIVE

We took a deep dive into the statistics behind one of our most commonly sighted

species, the puffadder shyshark (Haploblepharus edwardsii). This small shark is

commonly found in rocky and sandy habitats, close to shore where it feeds on

crustaceans, worms and small bony fishes. The puffadder shyshark is

endangered, so the data we collect about the abundance and distribution of this

species is vital to its conservation.  

3825 eggcases

Both eggcase finds and animal sightings seemed to be highest around spring and autumn. Surprising

is the low number of sightings and finds in summer (Jan and Feb), which may suggest some sort of

seasonal behaviour for this animal. Alternatively, it could be an artefact of some large outliers in the

spring/autumn months. Hopefully this trend will become clearer as we collect more data! 

 526 animals 

Our puffadder shyshark animal sightings matched the current

distribution range of this species, which is reported to occur

from Langebaan to Algoa Bay. However, our sightings were

heavily concentrated around False Bay, likely because this is

such a diving hotspot! 

Our eggcase finds extended beyond the eastern boundary of

where this animal is thought to occur, but this may be

because eggcases are picked up by the current and

transported east outside of Algoa Bay. Our major eggcase

hotspot was along the Garden Route, with a secondary

hotspot around False Bay.

On average, people picked up less than 5 eggcases at a time,

but numbers up to 15 were somewhat common, and the

maximum number found at one time is 174!
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SHARK AND RAY RESEARCH IN SOUTH AFRICA

At the end of last year, the Dyer Island Conservation

Trust and Marine Dynamics Shark Tours hosted the 6th

Southern African Shark and Ray Symposium in Gansbaai.

This biennial meeting of researchers, students,

conservationists and government officials provides an

opportunity to share the latest research in the shark and

ray field, while opening doors for collaboration, learning

and inspiration.

ELMO 's project manager, Dr Chantel Elston, attended the

conference to present some of her latest stingray

research and to represent ELMO. The conference this

year provided a refreshing change, with very little

presentations on the ever-popular great white shark, and

many presentations on the huge variety of sharks and

rays that live in Southern African waters. Even more

wonderful was the increasing recognition in many talks

that citizen science plays a vital role in shark and ray

research and conservation. ELMO even made guest

appearances in a few talks by other researchers, showing

that our project is growing and is making waves in the

scientific community.

Now that our app is up and running, we have some exciting other projects

planned for 2022. One such project is being run in conjunction with the

ORCA Foundation, and the aim is to 'replant' marked eggcases onto reefs

to determine where they wash up - do they simply wash ashore on the

adjacent beach, or do they travel with currents before washing up?

We are also in the process of distributing ELMO posters to various dive

shops and other relevant spots to try and spread awareness of the project

and our new app. 

Remember, we can only continue to grow with your help, so please spread

the word of ELMO far and wide. Please keep submitting your

elasmobranch sightings or eggcase finds to us through our new app. We

love hearing from you and we greatly value your feedback, so don't

hesitate to contact us with anything shark and ray related! Follow us on

social media to keep up to date with everything ELMO!

FUTURE PLANS

www.elmoafrica.org elmoafrica@gmail.com 076 897 5474


