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HELLO FROM ELMO!!

Welcome  to  the  f i rst  ELMO  newsletter !  My  name  is  Chantel ,

the  new  project  manager  for  ELMO.  This  newsletter  wil l

serve  as  a  platform  where  I  can  keep  you  up  to  date  with

what  is  happening  at  ELMO  –  f rom  basic  insights  we ’ re

gaining  f rom  your  animal  and  eggcase  submissions,  to  new

projects  and  partnerships  we  may  implement  along  the  way.

ELMO ’s  founder,  Lisa  Schroeter ,  has  started  her  own

excit ing  marine  conservat ion  project  in  the  Canary  Is lands.

Although  Lisa  wil l  st i l l  be  involved  with  ELMO,  I  have

recently  begun  to  manage  this  wonderful  cit izen  science

platform.  I  have  a  PhD  in  st ingray  ecology,  seven  years  of

experience  working  in  the  elasmobranch  ( i .e .  shark  and  ray )

f ie ld,  and  I  have  always  been  passionate  about  the

wonderful  wildl i fe  we  have  here  in  South  Afr ica.  I  hope  to

continue  to  grow  ELMO  (with  your  help  of  course! )  so  that

we  can  al l  work  together  to  explore  and  conserve  the

diverse  shark  and  ray  community  in  South  Afr ica.

ELMO  is  a  cit izen  science

project  using  publ ic

part ic ipat ion  to  gather

data  on  South  Afr ican

shark,  ray  and  skate

populat ions.

 

These  animals  are

col lect ively  known  as

elasmobranchs.   

 

Whether  you  are  a

snorkeler ,  diver ,

swimmer,  skipper ,  angler

or  a  beachwalker ,  you

can  assist  by  report ing

your  sight ing  or  f ind  to

ELMO.

 

With  your  support  our

database  can  grow  and

help  scient ists ,

pol i t ic ians  and

stakeholders  to  make

informed  decis ions  about

the  conservat ion  of  our

elasmobranch

populat ions.

 

 



Cape RADD is a field station situated in False Bay that provides lectures,

citizen science snorkels, scuba diving training, marine fieldwork training and

much more to those interested in marine research and conservation.

Through these initiatives, they often encounter sharks and rays, as well as

their eggcases, and have committed to sharing this important data with

ELMO. We also provided a guest lecture during their SharkWeek, and we

look forward to continuing our partnership in the future.

www.caperadd.com
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NEW BEGINNINGS
Not only does ELMO have a new project manager, but we have two new interns as well!

Lucinda Lintott
Lucy is ELMO's new database assistant,

helping us to keep on top of all of the data

we are collecting. She's a trained

oceanographer, keen scuba-diver, and all

around ocean-lover. We're very lucky to

have her as part of our team.

Monalisa Mabandla
Mona is the newest member of ELMO's team.

Having studied marine science at CPUT and

worked at a number of government institutes,

she will help us with all kinds of tasks such as

social media and outreach campaigns, blog

writing, and much more. 

We are also excited to announce the partnerships we have set up with other NGO's in South Africa:

Cape RADD

SharkSpotters

Reel Science Co

SharkSpotters is a pioneering shark safety and research organisation in South

Africa that is committed to a sustainable coexistence of sharks and people.

They employ trained spotters to monitor beaches for the presence of sharks,

and alert water-users of their presence. Given their commitment to raising

awareness surrounding shark conservation, they have also added their shark

sightings to our ever-growing database.

www.sharkspotters.org.za

Reel Science Co is an initiative dedicated to forming and maintaining a

coalition between anglers and scientists, to ensure the conservation of South

Africa's marine biodiversity. Through a collaboration with this platform, ELMO

was able to successfully reach out to a number of recreational anglers who

have started submitting their shark and ray catches to our database. 

www.facebook.com/ReelSci/
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LATEST ELMO NUMBERS
This newsletter will be sent out twice a year, in which we'll provide the most up-to-date stats.

You'll be able to keep track of how many submissions we've received, what species have been

spotted and where! The following is a summary of our entire current database - spanning from

2004 to the current day - showing how many of each species we've recorded and where.

5348 eggcases | 12 species

24826 animals | 66 species
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THANK YOU!
We'd also like to take this opportunity to thank everybody who has submitted their catches,

sightings and finds to us. Our database would be nothing without your contributions, and it is

YOU who are collecting data to help scientists better understand sharks and rays, and to help in

the conservation efforts of these wonderful animals. So here's to you!



Towards the end of last year, we published three blogs on our website discussing some of the

latest shark and ray research in South Africa. 

The first was about a really cool study conducted in the Garden Route of South Africa.

Researchers and volunteers collected and analysed almost 7,000 shark and skate eggcases!

This study revealed which species were present in the area, which part of the coast was the

'hotspot' for eggcases, and it highlighted that there were no seasonal trends in the eggcases

that washed up. 

The second was about a study conducted in Hermanus and Betty's Bay, whereby researchers

used underwater footage to look at species associations on reefs. The interesting part about

this study was that they found that there was a high level of connectedness between the

abundance of sharks and other fish and crustaceans. They suggest that one could simply

monitor the populations of sharks to subsequently provide an idea of what is going on with

these other marine populations.

The final study investigated the genetics between the three co-occuring shyshark species that

we get in the Western Cape (the puffadder, dark and brown shysharks) and found very little

genetic differentiation between these species! This makes it particularly difficult to tell them

apart, and complicates conservation efforts. 

These papers highlight the important and varied shark and ray research that goes on in South

Africa, and we encourage you to read the blogs for further information. Research is vital to

understand the populations of sharks and rays, and it is only with understanding that we will be

able to try and conserve these vulnerable species.  
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SHARK AND RAY RESEARCH IN SOUTH AFRICA



With the ball rolling again and with a larger ELMO team, we are hoping to continue to grow in 2021.

Our main aim is to keep submissions coming in - we are receiving continuous submissions of eggcase

finds from people who walk the beach, and of shark and ray catches from recreational anglers -

momentum which we wish to carry forward into 2021.

We also hope to begin an outreach campaign into the scuba diving, free diving, and snorkeling

community of South Africa. The aim is to create awareness of ELMO within this community so that they

also submit their shark and ray sightings to our database. 

We will organise as many outreach activities as possible. For example, we hope to host an  eggcase

identification class (through an online platform) and to give more guest lectures at our partner NGOs.

Finally, we are setting up a dedicated research project with the ORCA Foundation, who will

continuously perform eggcase surveys in the Plettenberg Bay area in the hopes of monitoring the

elasmobranch population that live there. 

We can only continue to grow with your help, so please spread the word of ELMO far and wide. Please

keep submitting your elasmobranch sightings or eggcase finds to us! This can be done through our

simple online Google form, accessible via our website, or by sending us the image, date and location

of your submission to our new WhatsApp number 076 897 5474. We have communicated directly with

many of you through this number - something we have loved. We greatly value your feedback and we

hope you don't hesitate to contact us with anything shark and ray related! Finally, you can follow us

on social media to keep up to date with what is happening at ELMO!
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PLANS FOR 2021

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

www.elmoafrica.org elmoafrica@gmail.com 076 897 5474


